825 Worthington Ridge 
1804 


Daniel Dunbar (1774-1841), Yale graduate, studied at 

i Litchfield Law School, Town Clerk, lawyer 1804-1841 with 
office in small building in corner of yard, had 1* library 
collection mixed with his law books, & Katherine 
Goodrich (1791-1873), daughter of Rev. Goodrich. 


Federal 
Worthington Historic District 


Berlin Historic Society: Walking Tour of Berlin’s Historic District 


Daniel Dunbar House, 825 Worthington Ridge, c. 1804. Daniel Dunbar a 
practiced law in Berlin from 1804 to 1841. His office was in a separate building 
and had a colorful history. For a time it was used as the town clerk’s office. 
Later a group called the Millerites — a doomsday sect who believed the world 
would end on October 22, 1843 used it as a meeting place. It then was 
converted to a grocery store and saloon that enjoyed a “particularly bad” 
reputation. The house is a well-preserved example of a simple vernacular 
dwelling, typical of the period. 


Historic Buildings of Connecticut 


The house at 825 Worthington Ridge in Berlin was built 
sometime before 1804 for Daniel Dunbar (1774-1841), 
who practiced law in town from 1804 until his death in 
1841. His law office stood in the north front corner of his 
yard. 


1935 Susqui-Centennial Celebration of the Town of Berlin — Berlin Old Houses. 


1804 Daniel Dunbar (lawyer) current owner: George E. Prentice | Worthington Ridge 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 191 
1804 Daniel Dunbar current owner: Marion Mackenzie 


An early (or original) occupant of this house was Daniel Dunbar, who 
practiced law in Berlin from 1804 to 1841. After Dunbar 's death, the 
house had a varied career. Dunbar's office, which stood in the yard, 
was used for a time by Colonel William Bulkeley, town clerk, and then 
by the Millerites, a millenial sect whose members believed that the 
Second Coming would occur on October 22, 1843. Following that, it was 
put to more earthly uses by an Irishman named McCartney, who converted 
it into a grocery store and saloon, which was, Berlin historin Catherine 
North assured her readers, "particularly bad." 


SIGNIFICANCE 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 
Sketch 


1804 current owner: Ross MacKenzie 


Genealogy 
Daniel Dunbar 


Graduated from Yale 1794, A.B., M.A., Phi Beta Kappa. Studied at Litchfield Law School, founded by 
Tapping Reeve in 1798. Daniel practiced law from 1804-1841 in Berlin Office in yard. He lived at 825 
Worthington Ridge, Berlin circa 1804. His career is given in History of Berlin by Catherine North. Daniel 
joined Berlin Congregational Church on 27 SEP 1818. BPLH Room Card Notes record "kept first Library 
collection, also had his Law books". He was Town Clerk and Town Treasurer 1825-1832. He died at age 
67 years. North, Catherine. History of Berlin - p.146,182,183,207 Atty. Edward Olson, Jr; New Britain 
Herald, 23 AUG 1975 Berlin Congregational Church Records - p.41 Hale Cemetery Records - p.4 
Mayflower Ancestry of Elizabeth Ely Goodrich---comp. Inglis Stuart 


Daniel Dunbar (1774-1841) son of Aaron Dunbar & Mary Potter. In 1817 he married Katherine Goodrich 
(17911-1873) daughter of Rev. Samuel Goodrich & Elizabeth Fly. They had children Edward, Frederick, 
Daniel, Margaret. He was a town clerk and lawyer. They are buried in Maple Cemetery. 
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17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR aot 


The Daniel Dunbar House has a three-bay facade with a left entry under 
a Colonial Revival portico. The portico has Tuscan columns, a molded 
rail and turned balusters, a frieze with dentils, and a pedimented 
peak with dentils under the rakes. The entry features two fluted 
Doric pilasters on a splayed clapboard stop, a semi-elliptical fanlight, 
and a small window fitted with l-over-1 sash to the left. Windows have 
projecting plain-board surrounds and are fitted with recent 12-over-12 
sash; the smaller attic window is fitted with 6-over-6. The molded 
cornice shows a partial return. There is a one-and-one-half story left 
ell and a number of small rear extensions. 
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An early (or original) occupant of this house was Daniel Dunbar, who 
practiced law in Berlin from 1804 to 1841. After Dunbar's death, the 
house had a varied career. Dunbar's office, which stood in the yard, 
was used for a time by Colonel William Bulkeley, town clerk, and then 

by the Millerites, a millenial sect whose members believed that the 
Second Coming would occur on October 22, 1843. Following that, it was 
put to more earthly uses by an Irishman named McCartney, who converted 
it into a grocery store and saloon, which was, Berlin historin Catherine 
North assured her readers, "particularly bad." 


SIGNIFICANCE 


In addition to its colorful history, the Dunbar house is significant as 
a well-preserved example of a simple vernacular dwelling. Probably 
built just before Dunbar began his practice in 1804, it shows the plain 
board window frames and splayed entry clapboard stop often seen on homes 
of the period. 


North, pp. 182-183. 


